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SUB J : ARREARAGES EXIMBANK CREDITS/GUARANTEES NO. 2025, 

3733 AND 3734, ABATEX 

REF: (A) LAGOS 2318 
(B) STATE 056844 

1. IN MARCH 15 CONVERSATION MINISTRY OF INDUSTRIES OFFICIAL 
(MANKITI) PUT ON MINISTRY OF FINANCE BLAME FOR DELAY IN PAYMENT 
ABATEX ARREARS TO EXIM AND FIRST NATIONAL CITY. BY WAY OF 
SUPPORT FOR THIS CONTENTION HE READ TO US PASSAGES FROM MIN IND 
LETTERS TO MIN FIN (MOST RECENT FEBRUARY 27) IN WHICH FORMER 
COMPLAINED AT DELAY IN PAYMENT, AND OSTENSIBLY FORWARDED TO 
MIN FIN DETAILS OF ABATEX OBLIGATIONS TO EXIM AND FIRST 
NATIONAL. 

2. MIN IND OFFICIAL UNDERTOOK TO RAISE MATTER AGAIN WITH 

MIN FIN ON URGENT BASIS AND HE OFFERED ASSURANCE OF PAYMENT NO 
LATER THAN APRIL 1 IF MIN FIN COOPERATES. 

3. AS WE REPORTED REFTEL (A), PAYMENT PROBLEM NO COMPLICATED 
BY INTER MINISTRY FRICTION, AND IN LIGHT CONTRADICTING 
MINISTRY ASSERTIONS WE FIND DIFFICULT APPORTION 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR DELAY. WE WOULD NOT WISH TO GUARANTEE 
MIN IND'S ASSURANCE OF APRIL 1, PAYMENT, BUT WE HAVE REASON TO 
HOPE THAT OUR CONTINUED NEEDLING OF BOTH INDUSTRIES MAY BRING 
ABOUT PAYMENT PRIOR TO APRIL 30 DATE THAT LAGOS MANAGER OF 
FIRST NATIONAL CITY TOLD US HE HAD SUGGESTED TO HIS HEAD- 
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